oF oM



O Colophon ///T

J Clara Gradel
Graduation Thesis 2019/2020

O Interactive Media Design Department
Royal Academy of Arts The Hague

0 Edited by Samuel Gradel
Designed by Clara Gradel
Printed and bound by Clara Gradel

O Printed by Risograph on Olin paper 90g and
Clairefontaine neon yellow paper 80g

0 Copyright © 2020 Clara Grade|




OJ Table of content |

Abstract
oF oM
Identifying

50

Binary boxes 80

Intersex 100
Being transgender 130
Myths 140
We need to be normal 1600
Chaotic boxes 180
Bureaucratic markers 210

My gendered grammar

We are born with a condition

Acknowledgements

Works cited
Bibliography

220
230
240
270



O Abstract

O Gender and sex markers co-exist but not in harmony. These markers are based on the binary

notion of sex and used as such in our society and bureaucracy without much t::rl:agthits' t\:\i)ewu:rf
them as binaries because they’ve been established as such, we b.lmdlz/c azsru Irznitalia at birth *
should be. Sex marker attribution is based on the flawed evaluation of our & ’

i i i g ! . .o, The approach to classifying
which blindly disregards biological (or physical) d|screp§2rC|;5tegories expand and evolve the

gender is similarly flawed and incomplete. Thus, as gen - ~d. We too often have to assume
use of bureaucratic markers for sex and gender ought klc—frs s-hould be clearly defined and
what is meant by the oF or oM on a form or survey- These mar
ultimately, their necessity is to be put into question- ~—————— N




Sex: Sex is a biological fact you are born with which refers to a person’s genitelia.

Gender: Gender is a societal construct, it is a role in society. One is born with a sex but not with a gender. [J Definitions



(] When | write of oM what do you read? What N :
or Male. A binary choice we endlessly confront Sg ])c’srl:nsse:r?]g seea ch%;te: Fa/mhzfqe
prompted with oF oM, it is without context, we just have to a::r:ys. [ ngc en
are we really asked for when these forms themselves don’t Seell:]"] tce) (rf)sqe wizﬁ aset
definition of sex and gender? We just tick the box we were taught to tick, without 2

thought to its implications.

s a doctor ticked a box based on the\

O How do we know we are male or female? Becaus

visual appearance of your genitalia? So our s€x is just based on reproductive organs?
ust our appearance and genitalia. Oyr

Yet, the sex of our bodies is more complex than j
bOdy’S CompleX System doesn’t have a fault line between M & F, between XY & XX. So
n and why do we swear by it?

what is this system of binary classification based 0 -
apen e

ons might be simple
the choice they want
categories thatare
ex does not match
lled structure we
ation. We see how

hese opti

O Our existence seems to be set up with two options. T
to accept for most but not everyone is privileged enough t© make
or be included in the choice they make. We are living bY gendered
attributed as a result of biological sex. Once someone’s bio{ogical >
t.heir gender or result in their gender we see how unstable this so ¢2
live by is. We see how the uncommon and unknown leads tO ostraciz
“normal” is something our society strives for.

CJ What is normal? Where does this notion of normal come from and why is it Something

we attribute to people? The normal excludes the fact that we are all born with conditions

and circumstances. We are born with differences that can neversumup to qualify to this
peace of mind we need to understang

normal we cannot define or quantify. For order and
that we are too complex to ever be the norm. We need to look beyond our similarities anq

acknowledge our diﬁeu

0 The bureaucratic markers of gender and sex being used should be defined instead of
assumgd soasto det.ermme their necessity. Furthermore, as categories of gender are
expanding and evolving the use of bureaucratic gender and sex markers should be revised.

y il



7 Identifying 7

0 Pve questioned whether lidentify as a wom T

| was born. Awoman in Villeneuve-Loubet wheiz.l?\i:\s?;;vnvlg Ci\gnes-sur}f;f;’gvsfﬁ;ell
village of Valbonne. Awoman in the South of France. A womarF\)in fl/\r/:r:rch”Or - woman

in the Netherlands. Everywhere has a set of rules. Everyone has ex ectat.ions We are all
taught differently. Buteven with all these different limits and freedpoms I still .CIUQStiO"‘ed

whether | identify as a woman.

0 So it’s not about how | grew up not being a
women in the Netherlands. It’s about the wor
word that encapsulates all women. When in reali
might feel closer to being a woman in certain envi
I never feel like | fulfil the expectations. AS if there’s t
meeting all of them. It’s not per se a list. It's @

able to feel whole with the V\E)OGFd woman | started t© look elsewhere.

ty it

—

— .
[J When | was younger and | was a girl | felt more like a bOY then I ever dida
enwe sta rted to

girl. | felt at war with my body when hor i in. W

m_ake differences at school, ix the playg:;z:ili l;lrigei?\ Isr;orts' When W= oy
differences in our capabilities. | was at war with myself and others. | wanted

to be part of the boys but | wasn’t allowed because | was a girl. 1 then played \
the part and stayed with the girls. Being with the girls was the same. | was too \
boyish for them. | wasn’t enough of a girl to be with the girls and not enough of

a boy to be with the boys. Both sides shamed me

ble to identify with the women in France or th,
d woman. It’s about this idea that woman js e
s not. It does not feel like that to me 5:
ronments but I never fully feel like a e
his list of requirements and | always fman_
feeling. It’s something | can’t grasp. Not b ail

O Butit wasn’t about the shame and insults. It wasn’t
Cross dregsmg as a girl. It obviously hurt as words inten
me feel alien, which was their goal. But as | look back, |
these words had some truth to them. | was different, | felt diff
category of being a girl could ever define me. Fast forward to't
supposed to be a woman and yet again fail to see how the cate

-

(71 think shame comes from the rules of soci

normal. When growing up I was looking forgﬁgat:fgszngel U'Satcz‘?:'a:otct;g/e, was
growing and learnlr.'g to exuS.t In society. The insults and cr't'y'p | faced mad.e me
feel shame, shame in not being the normal everyone see | lgltsm aii achieve. My
body brought me Sham.e because I did not seem to be u ing it "‘;a” : twa ‘ My
behavior and way of living were misaligned with the e ributer tomy y'l
was not being a normal girl. rles attrbuted to my Bt

-
-

about being the tomboy or the boy
ded as insults are meant to. They made
shouldn’t have been hurt because
erent. | failed to see how their

he present where I am now

gory could ever fully define me
category could ever ful .



v
rli])Zﬂ?;:l?n:sf]lgevoﬁsesjleanqle' '.haVe less shame as a woman because | now understand that there’s
Lidelines but in the end. th universal. Some people I've crossed paths with seem to think there are
&  girl that | » these people only base their guidelines on personal truth. There was no
normal girl tha cquld have ever achieved being because normalcy and being normal is a personal
truth and not a reality. People were assessing me according to their guidelines to justify | was not

normal. Existence should be indivi . e
do so for yourself eindividualistic because only you know how to be you and you should

|

[

011 am now me. With less shame in being a woman or the girl | once was. | have now pride. Pride

in being a woman, and in the moments I've faced to get here. | do not want to be disassociated
from women. | have pride in what it took to be a woman and what it sometimes means. I've slowly
reclaimed the word woman for myself even if | do not always accept it. Because | am notjusta
woman. | am not a man. | think | might be gender non-conforming. Yet | don’t part!cularly agree
with any gender categorization. | think they’re flawed. | find myself comfortable with the pronoun
she. 1 am a female. And that is my sex not gender. | am she. She is my skin. Itismy body. Itis my
vagina. It is how | present myself? To me she is how | am perceived but sometimes | am not enough
of a woman to be perceived as a she. She is my condition. The condition/l/\il!aleg""lW'th-




My body holds shame and pride

It holds both close

Keeps them like precious presents

Keeps them safe so they don’t get lost

So they don’t escape

As if one cannot survive without the other
For I have shame in my pride

And pride in my shame

| go home to the country that birthed me and feel alien
I walk in the streets in France and get stared at
People do double takes

Look me up and down

As many times as they feel is appropriate

In France | get misgendered by the cashier
And when they hear my voice

They sometimes look shocked

They sometimes look as if I'm tricking them
They sometimes look embarrassed

They sometimes pause for just a little too long
In France | usually feel alien

Not just in the small villages

The capital

The most international

| feel alien even there

| feel alien in my own country

| feel stared at

| feel judged

| feel I don’t tick their boxes

| feel like I’'m not woman enough

| feel ’'m not french enough

| feel I’'m not french woman enough

[J My condition



(] Binaries are hollow shells trapping you in. “G _
., . . “Gender . 9

Whatever a woman isn’t. What is a woman? Whatever E;::gll gami. What.és ;;31;:.

hollow. Look under the shells: it’s not there.” isnot. Taponita

['_'I.These two Words, these two genders have consumed so much expectations they’ve left yg
with overwhelming stereotypes. They narrow down our perception of people. The history of
hat a woman isn’t. Aman is the subject angq

| these words seems forever stuck to them. Man is W
absolute whilst a woman is the other. Woman has been compared to man. Evaluated agaj

| man. Women are lacking, lacking in comparison to men who are complete and the sg callnSt
dominant sex. -

and attributes in society 1

sition of skills
hat led to the oppression of

[ This dualistic view of gender and constant dyadic opp©
tified by the sick binary

enforced the oppression of women. There is no clear eventin history t

ed to berS

ty. She explored how
hunter gatherer ancestors,

no.tion enforcing that men are superior to women. Simone iori
writer and she focused on analyzing and destroying men’s S° called superior!

men have justified their superiority by going back to the pri
dw

women. But the oppression is present in hi tinu
p in history and con o Beauvoir was one of the first feminist /

nciples of our

omen should stay at home to care for the

She questioned why men had to be the breadwinners an
house, as it enforced a role onto each gender.

O The binary is blocking us from understanding how we are formed. It is so deeply rooted in
our society so much so it becomes one of the first things thought of when analysing research

Women and men have been compared for centuries. AS Laqueur explains, politicalimportance

is what fuelled our interest in looking for differences between men and women in terms of
anatomy and physiology.? If it had not been politically beneficial then we would not have been

working to find evidence in the existence of two distinct s€X-

-

[J During the 17th to 19th century in Europe a perio ightenment
created a fundamental changein hf""’ we looth sejz:ﬁze;f:dz?iﬁzzgieo?;?igitenment
was a philosophical as erll as medlgal movement which led to in.1portant discoveries and also
paved new ways of thinking. Pre-enlightenment there was what Laqueur calls the one-sex model
which refers to the body and states that there is only male bodi qd hat females are male
bodies but with their reproductive organs turned inside 4Th;E'el'S in e ten:eriod however
challenged sugh aclaim anfi through medical discoveriés i.e thn 'fg terl]’!men E‘o sies, concluded
that there was in fac.t two_dlstlpct sex. Laqueur refers to tf; .e the first human biop hg th
acknowledged the biological difference based on . orga:; ;Setthe two-sTx m(r),gile‘r/;/qallces us
ween males a .

507



[J As the two-sex model emerged sex ame to be seen as the primary, now a real factor of difference
between men and women as opposed to pre-enlightenment when seX was seen as epiphenomenon
thus a secondary effect. As | previously stated, it was seen as such pre-enlightenment because of
the one-sex model, people anatomically belie:/ed there were only male bodies and so to be a man
or woman was placed first before biological sex. Another thing that changed was gender, gender
as the concept of being a man or a woman. Pre—énlightenment it was seen as primary and real
whilst after enlightenment it came to be seen as the outcome of fundamental biological difference

 Pre-enlightenment, to be a man or woman was above biology and was a social issue whilst post- '
enlightenment to be a man or woman became a physical issue and a result of biology.®

—

//the fabricated link between sex

O The overwhelmingly present dyadic roles of gender also reinforce S

and gender. The notion that all males are men and all females are women and the opposite thajc all
women are females and men are males. This very idea is problematic‘and er\forces_ arole in society
onto a biological fact and a biological fact onto a role in society- This imposing action is reinforced by

the binary system of classification.
[

—

use in most cases we are born with

oo . . — . . Ny d beca
00 We are classified at birth, a box of either male or female 1S tg(eethat 2« born intersex, whom blur the

clear differences in genitals. Thereis also a s ortion of th

lines between the dyadic distinction of sex. I;]Jil;rpe we truly bor? Compleftelyarll:?alzl;fa?rrlsc.oTnf]lzlsf)igsfiln;i'le?
For many years scientists have been debating the existencé of male and fetr:e ooy, genitals, does th; ick
divide us into male and females but that is based on outer appearance o’ - In the,ir book G’ender M i
division go beyond genitals? Are we born with clear male and fe“!?‘e bralns1“'om the genitals does n 2salc,
Daphna Joel and Luba Vikhanski argue that “the logic that is familiar to usr ot apply

to the brain.”¢

B
nces in mass and proportions which has

O Our brain does contain cgrsed' es such as differe
x differenc mistake that has been made by scientists

been repeatedly confirmed by scientific research. But the . ‘ y
analysing the brain is through their approach of the topic. The apprpach bglng again t.helr narrow
cause to reinforce the dyadic system and finding ways t0 justify their theories of the differences
between males and females. But as Joel and Vikhanski explain there has beena neverending amount
of contradicting research findings on the topic. The previous clear differences found in males ang
females fall apart when the next research’s data does not match. “Looking back at the history of byajn
research, I'm impressed by the creativity that went into twisting scientific facts to serve a social or

political agenda.”
- -

R I
[ Scientists have assumed that brain activity patterns are separated in male and female. |
They assumed that if the amount of brains analyzed increased then the differences between
female and male brains would increase but “an analysis of 179 studies comparing brain activity
patterns between women and mef);_P“b'ished in 2018 in Scientific Reports revealed no such
relationship.” It has been the ambition of many scientists to prove that the,re is amale and
female brain. Their entire p_rocess is forged on the dyadic genital sex of the body. These scientists
initiated their research having already reached a conclusion that there is a male and female brain.

eJ



The human gender mosaic.
Each row represents data
from a single individual
(382 women on the left,

188 men on the right); each
column represents the score
on a single psychological
characteristic (seven
altogether). These scores
range from highly feminine
(dark pink) to highly masculine
(dark blue).! You can easily
see the differences between
the two groups ~ there's
more pink in the women'’s
tables and more blue in

the men’s. But not a single
individual has only pink or
only blue characteristics -
most are unique Mosaics
of pink (feminine) and blue
(masculine) characteristics.




The human brain mosaic. Each row represents a single brain
(169 women on the left, 112 men on the right); each column
represents the volume of a single brain region (116 altogether) on
a green (large) - white - yellow {(small) colour scale. The larger a
region in an individual's brain compared to this same region in all

<

0332756 0.307262 0.325502 0.39341 0.400098 0.350114 0.351679 MM& 0400156

other brains - the darker the green. The smaller the region - the
darker the yellow.? You can easily see the difference between the
two groups - there's more green in the women'’s table and more
yellow in the men's. But individual brains are rarely all yellow or
all green. Rather, most are unique mosaics of green and yellow.




] “Although sex does affect the brain, there are no ‘true’ male and female brains out there to
discover. The true nature of the brain js that its form is highly variable.” Joel and Vikhanski
explained the conclusion of their research as follows: “Most brains are comprised of unique
‘mosaics’ of features, some more common in females. compared with males, some more common
in males compared with females, and some more common in both females and males.”*° Theijr
findings challenge our binary notions, they go as far as saying that if we continue to analyse the
brain with the terminology we attribute to genitals that we can only conclude that most brains are
not male or female but in fact intersex.

[ Accepting the statement that most brains are in fact intersex is something| d_on’t‘bel'e"; Wg_“l.d_be
casily accepted by our society. As Anne Fausto-Sterling explains, our goal to mamtalg genaer N Vision
is driven by the order of the binary. The bodies that are “so unruly as to blur the b\j);’l jirf-séerseuncceii
intersex bodies that “quite literally embody both sexes, weaken claims abouht Ste\j(veakens claim;;, .
Accepting that most brains are in fact intersex would be yet another factor tha about

the binary of sexual differences, diverting us from binary claisliﬂ/ca)tir(i/




[J We are not born with a gend.er' but with a sex, a biological sex. We are given a gender. We are
attributed a gender at birth asifit’s a reward for our biological s;ex being within the norm. There
are people however who are born with “chromosomal, physiological, and/or endocrinal features
that do not neatly correspor\d to our culturally determined definition’s of dyadic sex”** whom we
define as being intersex. Being intersex is a condition that is varied but a condition that has been
seen as abnormal and the abnormal is something that our “society of normalization”** has a hard

time accepting.

O If a child is not born with a biological sex that i
some cases doctors or parents will take liberty in
as the prominent sex. In 2013, a UN rapporteur ©
with atypical sex characteristics are often subjec
sterilization, involuntary genital normalizing sU
consent, or that of their parents, ‘in an attempt Lo
irreversible infertility and causing severe mental suffering.

rge ry, p

are born. These surgeries

pefore we

—

O Binary works like that. It’'s embedded in our system even
performed on children born with atypical sex characteristic ha
being the “normalization” of the genital to facilitate he
being purely driven by the idea the child should confor
gender.”® But as Anne Fausto-Sterling argues:

penetrative sex and the second

terosexual .
s and expectation of sex and

m to social norm

O Why should we care if a “woman” (defined as having breasts, vagina, utgr us,
ovaries and menstruation) has a “clitoris” large enough to penetrate the vagina
of another woman? Why should we care if there aré individuals whose “natural
biological equipment” enables them to have sex «naturally” with both men and
women? Why must we amputate or surgically hide that «offending shaft” found
on an especially large clitoris? The answer: to maintain gender divisions, we must
coqtro{ those bodies that are so unruly as t:o blur the borders. Since intersexuals
quite literally embody both sexes, they weaken claims about sexual difference.’®

. . .
[J People born mtirste;:;ﬁ ::elﬂrst to provoke the dyadic system that attempts to affirms clear
sexual differences 5= ales and females. They also weaken the stereotyped gender roles /

society has att”b,Uted tz vzqmen and men as well as the definitions of such gender. It is important
to question vyhat is neede m‘terms of biology for an individual to feel they are a man or awoman.
But it is also important to realise that it should not be about what’s needed, there should not be set
norms and gender should not be so undoubtedly a product O‘:CVS:; s needed,

sJ

< within the western binary norm than i,
deciding which sex their child shoulq
n torture noted: “Children who are oy,
t to irreversible sex assignment, involy
erformed without their informe
to fix their sex’, leaving them with Permanent

eep

Ntary
d

ve been justified by two goals: one \f



[ The sex boxes we tick at birth heavily influence our idea of the binary and of the normal.
Foucault ca.lled‘ it the “biopolitics of the population™ which started in the early 19th century
as social scientists developed methods to manage the population such as surveys of births and
mortality, life expectancy, census, etc. It was this gained knowledge that allowed physicians to
believe they had the power to “control the gender of the body”*. “BY helping the normal take
precedence over the natural, physicians have also contributed to Populational biopolitics.”®

] But the normal is being reconsidered. Parents have started to reconsider these sex _
rectification surgery suggested by their doctor. Some parents have decided to leave the choice to
the child in order to not make the wrong choice for them. Kristina Turner is one of those parents.
In 2018, Turner said she was relieved she did not give in to the pressure of the surgeons to
make her child’s genitalia appear more female. Her child named Ori who turned 111N 2018 ll\{es
happily identifying as intersex. Turner was right in her belief that she could not possibly predict
the gender her newborn child was to later identify with in life. She knew it would be a graved
mistake for her to enforce that choice onto Ori before Ori even had the chance to understan
what it meant.”

_ o

tal norms from the moment we are

/’-’
[J There is pressure for us to fit in and to conform to soC'e_l ou die. They tick a box on our bj
born. Sex is on papers from the moment you ar€ born untity irth

tick a box for school applicat;
certificate. We tick a box for our identification documents.r\rl]Vsu ILscription. e tick I:E)c?x Waht;ons_
We tick a box for our driver’s license. We tick @ PO% fgr agy t the doctor’s. We tick a box Tn we
Duy & house. Itk 2 box on randorn o e i a:OXTa'hen they tick a box. When yc;u (?_en
another and another and another and another and anot erl‘the have to abide by these ry| ie.
We are gendered, sexed and classified and people often feel they es of
classification.

9]



A man is born with a penis

A man isberawith has a penis

Aman male has a penis

A mate person has a penis

A persorrhasa penis is the sexual organ of a person born male

A penis is the-sextratorgan-of associated with a person born male
A penis is associated with a person-born-mate man

Awoman is born with a vagina

A woman tsbera-with has a vagina

Awoman female has a vagina

A femate person has a vagina

A personrhasa vagina is the sexual organ of a person born female
Avagina is the-sextatorgan-of associated with a person born female
Avagina is associated with a person-bornfemate woman

[ Fabricated link



Emder ]

@Eems that we shoehorned many people into Categori; that nevelr real/y;it them.”!

-

0 There are rules embedded in our society we’ve turned a blind eye towards because of their
normalization. We’ve structured our societies with the simplified belief that the world is made up
of two groups of human beings: men and women. “We took for granted the belief that if you have
a certain set of genitals and secondary sex characteristics, you have a particular gender identity
t00.”22 We constantly validate this binary organization with the structures that continue to be
| implemented in our society. Marriage, public restrooms, sports, clothing b_rapds.and more are
\ drawing lines of differences between genders and reinforcing the binary distinctions we often use

|

to validate the structures and roles we live with. We constantly enforce an'overcl|ookedd rule “Be a
man. Be awoman. Don’t step out of line”. We have made it so thatour assigned genders force us

/;;rlthe past few years has created
Thereisan increase in thfe amount
s more exposure which aims to.
ns. Transgender is not something
entification documents,
his transition of gender.

-
' O The growth in the media exposure of transgender peop!e
a rift in the structure of our “perfect” and “normal” society-
of people that now know about transgenders. But as there |
normalize the transgenders there are obviously more opinio .
that fits in the binary structure of our society. The medical form: d
birth documentation and more are often not equipped t0 deal with't i aked it so closely to
Itis a constant struggle to switch gender categories as our society has llnkg i sob u)(/:rac
sex. One needs to change their sex marker in order to change their genderin the urﬁa h )
of our society. Thus in order to be recognized as a man ora woman, a mr. or mrs.as eor eh
within bureaucracy one needs to change their sex marker to male or female accordingly. In the
society that we’ve organised female is a she, mrs., woman and male is a he, mr., man-

to abide to the rules of society. U

0 The sex boxes we tick create our identity and organize Us in society and somehow determine oy
| gender without consulting us first. If you are born and tick one sex category every document yoy

filled in up until that point refers back to that sex. What becomes complex is when a transgender
person changes their sex markers. Changing your sex marker is a struggle of its own and is not simple
but what | want to address is the aftermath. If one succeeds in changing their sexmarker a part of

‘ their life disappears. That’s the chaos of the very structure wé live by. If your sex marker changes it
means the.lt docurpents such as birth certificate or marriage certificate become invalid. Awhole part
of your existence in society is invalid and becomes erased as if your past sex marker was the only
thing that made your existence real. Yoy start again with no trace of previous valid existence.

|

[J Have you ever thought of all the documents you filled out that contain your sex marker? What

happens to them? Your place in Fhis structured society pyj A are only two
Sendlors and that they are hereditary to your sex y built on the belief that there y |

S [

|

|

/

Vdj



O Transgenders constantly face stigmas about changing their bodies and more so when taking
surgical decision resulting in visible body transformations. This stigma comes from various
places one emerging again from the binary notions of gender, and the transition of gender and
of body breaking away from the set sex marker of birth. Other’than <ometimes convincing their
closed ones about their choice for this transformation, transgenders also have to justify their
need for a surgical change which varies depending on the countries and offices themselves. In the
famous office of Dr. Charles Garramore in Florida in order to receive top surgery, which consists of
masculinizing the chest by removing breasts, “patients must present a letter from a mental health
professional diagnosing them as having gender “dysphoria” and attesting to their mental stability

and capacity to make a fully informed decision.”

\ . - - .
' O Transgender often need to justify their choice for their surglgal transfo.rmatmn
ther plastic surgeries that exist such

with a psychological reason but regarding O
\\ as breast augmentations one does not need tfo %\0 tf;.ror‘:érlrsauncjgz;?f;zsf:nd "
e o factor of the stig el
\ justification.?* This being yet anotherfa hysical transformation

; lsoap
we accept breast augmentation when they are @
of the bgdy why notgsimply do the same with top surgery- What makes a breast

i i top surgery? A breast augmentation

augmentation sur: less concerning then Y

surggery could b;lignekrgd to the mental health of the patient anFI seen 'as a form of
body dysphoria as it can be seen 3> the result of a person feeling their body does

not conform with how they see t

hemselves.

gery but unlike the other
as female and has no interest

[(J Nadia is one of the patients that Dr. Garramore is seeing for tOP.?.ur
patients Nadia is not what you would call transgender. “She identities
. . : . that does
in taking testosterone, but she sees her breasts as an impediment, 2 par’F of he; b(.)dgom in ordzft
reflect how she sees herself”? Nadia is masculinizing her chest but that1s all sheis dc g

he is on the inside matches

to live a comfortable life where she is happy in her skin and feels whoms
with her body. \J

” a person as transgender, Rogers Brubaker
f migration”, the “trans of between”
their body in order to be 3

[ transgender are the same

O There is a lot of misconception as to what “qualifies
explains there are at least three basic identities: the “trans 0
and the “trans of beyond”* Each person does not need to change
“true” transgender, each transgender case is different and assuminga
is wrong just as all bodies and mind are not the same. The “trans of migration” is the transgender
identity that the public is the most familiar with, it is the one we see and is portrayed the most,
the trar.]Sition of male-to-female, man-to-woma;l or female-to-male, woman-to-man. However,
yet again | want to emphasize that this transition is different for each individual and might
/ involve surgeries and/or hormones. The “trans of between” can be visualized by the space in
between.male apd female or the belief that gender is fluid.?” And finally the “trans beyond” is how
people disassociate themselves with gender, going beyonci any gender categorization “calling

themselves “agender” or zrp05tgender:’_signifying their desire to define themselves without gender

categories.”

R
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[J Identities are closely linked to gender and thus gender categorization whichis influenced
by binary notions of sex. Even in the attempt to be dissociated from gender categorization
and identifying as agender or postgender people still categorize themselves. We are stuck in a
| system of categorization.

-
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ﬂ

. . - T ,//ﬁ
O The myth of the eXIS'tence of two genders Is just that: a myth. It does not stand up to the test of modern
science. Myths are stories thf’ t explain why the world, natural or social, is the way it is and why it could not

be different. We easily identify a myth when it belongs to a different culture. But we treat the myths of our

own culture as truth.”

Myths that assert a gendered world. Qne well known example
is the story Adam and Eve, their story being one that has been relr‘m‘terpreted.and rewritten

through different religions and texts. The Bible, Genesis 2:22 says And the "'l?’, which the LORp
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.” Many read thjs
as Adam being created before Eve, and that women are cr.eated from a part of man. untj|
Medieval time and the thus the first autopsies, people be,zlleved t’c)hi’ir\\lﬂval;thad one less rib than
women because of the origin story of Adam and Eve.” Its no;c: zndered V?,gr?(?gm story says
per se but how it’s taken up and interpreted- The assertionota§ and the binary

. interpretations.
differences between men and women are based on interp

. /dlthe natural order of things. W

. norms an
ustify used to contest homosexuality,

religion is |
ol ndf” use slogans such as “ADAM & EVE

O Religious texts have been used and interpreted toj
Such is the case when religion talks of sexuality and W

Christian religious protests in the U.S. agai “gay age i i i
.S. against the “gay . own benefits t i
NOT ADAM & STEVE!”* Thus using religious text and interpreting them for the't ol sty

! itis agaycur
their homophobia. These protestors often say that AIDS is sent from God, that itis a gay curse yet

L . ften directed at men but
again justifying their myths. and slogans are 0 L
gain| ying yths.32 Because of AIDS the hateSbian i tercourse might not. Lesbianism is

it is also because gay sex involves penetration whilst le o ;
more tolerated and disregarded as not serious because if N0 penetratlon isinvolved one could still be

considered salvageable and a virgin in the eye of religion.

truth when they are in fact twisted
stence of gender as a socjal
to power depending

Wj Interpretations lead to myths which are treated as
interpretations of texts and/or facts. “All these myths justify the exi
system in which humans are treated differently and have different access
on the form of their genitals.”* Gender is a myth, it is an interpretation of genitals which are only
outer biological sexual differences. Gender disre;gards the intricate and unique mosaic of human
beings. One does not simply have a female brain or a male brain as Daphna Joel and Luba Vikhanski
continually prove in their analysis of the brain in terms of the physical data as well as psychological
data. Humans are in fact mosaics of stereotypically female and male characteristics.* “The fact that
genderisa myth doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist. |t certainly does—notas an intrinsic set of qualities
butasa Sc(l):‘:'al s?/sten;'that attributes meaning'to sex, assigning different roles, status and power to

131






l (7 We need to be normal 7

(7 The society we live in has a tendency to strive for normal. We live in a society ofnormalization |

as Foucault said. “By normalization Foucault means the establishment of measurements,

hierarchy, and regulations around the idea of a distributionary statistical norm within a given (

population—the idea of judgment based on what is normal and thus what is abnormal.” Fitting

in has been a recurring goal for centuries as it is so closely linked to acceptance and being part

of a community. People do not live to be alienated but to feel they are of worth and need to the

world they live in. Our society has created norms, evaluated the populations and estimated there

| is such a thing as a normal person. But what does normal mean? When did we start associating
such a word to people? We have no clear chart where we have written out all one needs to live up \

to in order to be classified as normal, yet people seem to know when someone is not nornﬂ

~ does not fit the norm.

|

mething thatwas “in
i i metry

the Latin normd in geo

fect 90 degree angle. The use of

o define so

FEI The word normal was originally being used in geometry t
conformity to the rules”*” The word normal also stems from
referring to a “carpenter’s square” which is a ruler with a pér i

g “made accordin
the word normal referred to forming a right angle which was thus sometr;;\gm e 16th 8
to a carpenter’s square”.* Normal meant perfect and aCCO"dm,g to :hretés to éather data of the

| century, it slowly started being used to refer to people as studies s jre 0 The normal was then

/ body and measure aspects such as height, weight and blood presst:

&ociated to health and what could be a desirable body. _

. -
0 We’re living with a notion of normal that quantifies aspect§ of the body and OW\
we've let it rule over behaviours. Laws created rules of behav'lou‘r of the perfect CI'Elzen, the
normal citizen and these laws influenced the normal. Their z'nm is to.cre'ate a passive and wel
behaved citizen that does not stand out of line. The normal is blendmg.m anq not creating
chaos to the order. These notions of normal have created hidden rules in society that define
the normal. There is a normal way to sit in public, normal way to walk, a normal way for

everything we do.

-

[ Artists have reacted to these notion of norms we have established in our society, one humorous
example is from the well known sketch called “The Ministry of Silly Walks” by the Monty Python
comedy troupe. The sketch shows political men establishing the silliest walks. The work used
humour to criticize the robptic and “stereotypical bowler-hatted political drone.” Another great
work is “Semiotics of thg Kitchen” by Martha Rosler which shows herselfina kitchen alphabetically
going through the utensils and displaying theijr use.,The work was a parody on televised cooking x
demonstration shows made popular by Julia Child in the 60s.%2 |t was also a critique on the imposed |
role of women to be Fhe perfect housewife knowing everythir; about the household and kitchen.
These artists dealt with different ways to address the norma“zgation and structure of the society they /
vedby |

-
—
— R —
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One cannot simply be classified as male or female in all aspects of the human
are all more in-between the two then we like to believe.

[ We are all born with conditions that don’t fit the :
We are not perfect and if the normal means perfegtlo
then the normalis yet another category of exclusion.

achieve but yet enforce. —

150]

(7 The normal is based on rul'e.s, on medical records, on anatomical averages, on obedience,

on being a so called perfect citizen in the eye of the law, It js a structure that d’oes not take into
account the complexity of nature, the complexity of the human body and mind. As Daphna Joel
and Luba Vikhanski said in Gender Mosaic, our brain is not simply male or female “the human
brain is neither female nor male. Rather, itis a unique mosaic of features that continues to change
throughout our lives.” They demonstrate in their study there are multiple ways to analyse the
sex and gender of a human being, from brain matter and hormones to psychology- H
complex and will remain so, they will forever be composed of multiple mosaics of ge

normal we have seemed to establish

umans are
nder and sex.

body and mind. We

n or at least the average of perfectiop
It is something we could never

—



[—D Chaotic boxes 7

0 iy doumansgive fowers names?”sys e abbage the <t
“That’s because there are so manvy di . )
) ) y different k. i wouldn’t be able t
differentiate between them.” [his owner replie::]ds' pioutnomesy i
“Just because there are different kinds it doesn’t mean you have to name each and every one.
Why not just call them all flowers? Isn’t that good enough?”
I suppose he was right.' Why do people name flowers anyway? And fl
We give names to all kinds of objects. Colours have names and so do
names?*

owers aren’t the only thing.
people. Why do we need

O This is a quote from a book called “If cats disappeared from the world” written by Genki
Kawamura that | keep coming back to. This topic of gender is SO complex| hardly ever feel like
I’m saying anything that makes a difference. My words seem to have been spoken py others

so many times that I've become the boy who cried wolf. | keep turning in circle§ trying to pl_Jt
words into feelings. Feelings | can’t seem to understand. | open my mouth h?plng words will
come out but instead I’'m gasping for air. I’'m at a loss and that’s the chaos. It’s not a room,
that’s messy and flipped inside out. It’s a room that’s so neat everything seems perfect. It's the
categories we've created so we can organize ourselves and know our place. It’s how we think
we’re making people be part of a structured society based O" categorization but truthfully
we’re forcing categories onto people without them ever grasping their meaning.

I

They make people strive for perfection. Perfect;

forming makes one tick boxes. The idea that o, ng
ules is chaos. One person after another tryin e
haos. The idea that a defined bo%( :

(J Defined categories are nothing but chaos.
the ticking of all boxes. Even gender non-con
who doesn’t conform to the rules still createst
to see which box makes them whole. That’s the flaw—thec
defined category, is universal.

e us. After all that's what
e deem similar or the same
If we look closely they’re not
r the same box assume

-
0 We have _the'se gender and sex boxes that are meant to organiz
categorization Is meant t.o be about, creating order by grouping whatw

together. But what we fail to see is that these boxes are creating chaos.

uniting People, they’.re pushing them apart. The people that all identify unde
they defie tht boxin thesome way.Butca we al iy define who e ae 0 12 S %

[J That’s where the chaos begins. Neat organized boxes are not real. They’re a fantasy we all would

like to believe in. Once someone argues they do no . s .
t associ i t is within their
someone’s identification? How can we argue someone jsn’t f.itt' ﬁ.f the box we define
h? How can gender and sex boxes not Ereste cha lr;g enough for the
057

ourselves wit
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Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Read it

Say it

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Does it roll of the tongue?
Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Is it still woman?
Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

It’s starting to feel alien
Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Its meaning
Asound

Aword

Woman

Woman

Woman

If you repeat it enough times
Will you understand it?
Woman

Woman

Woman

Woman

Or are you losing the word
Straying from your mouth
From your language
Woman

Woman

And if i give you
Man

Does it change?
Man

Man

Man

Man

Man

Man

Where is woman?
If there is man
Man

Man

Man

Man

Man

Man

Isit lost

Man

Man

Man

Man

Man

Are they lost

Man

Man

Man

Man

In what you’ve told them to be
Woman

Man

Who are they?
Woman

Man

Woman

Man

Women.

Men. [ Taste the dyadic words



——
: R —
0 But what about those who still don't fit into the system. The ones thatare failed by the

frules, li i io !

| system of rules, like Maria Patifio the Spanish athlete who was stripped of all her titles after
she underwent a sex test during the Q| . o
/ v chromosome in her cell : ympics in 1986.% The results revealed that Patifio has
" International Olympi g = a”F' italso appeared that within her labia were hidden testes.*The
/ fn € i y tphlc memlttee (10C) thus declared she was not a woman.*’ Patifio was banned
rom compe 'nﬁ Inthe emalg team and she obviously could not compete in the male team

beca'use'even though according to the I0C she was not female, she was also not male. She was
floating in between two boxes, neither of which she was allowed to tick.

0J Our bodies are too complex to provide clear-cut answers about sexual difference. The more

we look for a simple physical basis for “sex’, the more it becomes clear that “sex” is nota
fine as male or female come

pure physical category. What bodily signals and functions we de
Iready entangled in our ideas about gender.*

<

doctor. The 10C will use chromosome
the sex of an athlete whilst a doctor

[J What the 10C uses to define sex is different than that ofa

or DNA testing as well as genital check in order to determine
. . H 1 49 H
will rely on the reproductive abilities to determine the prominent sex of their patient.” Butis

‘ . boxes, how can we be s
one wrong? Are both right? ) variants of the same boxes, (o]
& ight? When there’s so many e are we fitting into? Patifio was allowed by

sure we know what definition we’re ticking? Wher ; i

her doctors to tick their female box ttuct th% loc did not allow her to t|ck.the|r femal? box. The
box is still female but there seems to be multiple POX€S called female Y\”th each thglr oW set of
rules. So how could we find order in this flawed structure when there is no such thing as one true
definition. This neat organization society wants us to live by is chaotiC.

170]



E Bureaucratic markers _I

will be marked with either male or female.*

—
O When a baby i - :

be a physiciea]\:yr:izsvr'? outside of an hospital the person whom will declare its sex will either

’ ife, or parent which would seem like a straightforward task.52 “However,

medica oy
\ | experts report that one child in somewhere between 1500 and 2000 births has
h subtler sex anatomy

b

variati A
a srelitéllct)rtl)si’rtsr?mﬁ'Of Whlch become noticeable only after a lifetime.
which is only based on the sexed appearance of your genitalia.

irst sex-

the basis for all the following sex markers

o
gnver s llce‘nses we acquire in a lifetim

ureaucratic forms ranging from scho©
to government census forms, dental an

e.
|, job, mO
d medica
donandon.

normal and redundant to some but can

one taking after another with no clear startan
ourselves when making surveys or forms. 'vem
and now that | look back at it | always asked
|r'xlwudcltw) about it back then. | always assumed | shou
bzcaueszntﬁre’se;ted‘vylth. That’s the problem. Assuming so
at’s how it’s always been done and presented to us.

(o vk 2 <y :
g;sgz&zs;ggz:& gtrélsli)lirpg);c;lve th.e course I'm taking at my university. This surve is
| was asked to tick a box: mal fvertlsed, However, randomly midwa tf):.o h thi .
how this helped in the surve ea,neér?]ale or other. There was no inform);t' e ena Sturvey
course. Considering the sch ¢ ow this could possibly help o g
rse. ring the sc ool already has data in thei pin th_e improvement of my
_thel.r stuc_ient asitis _requ‘lred in their application form 'rp'ersonnel file about the sex of
justify this question In this anonymous survey. How , 1 did not understand what would
answers | was giving? Knowing my sex should not aﬁce?;?ﬁ;?ovétg my sex benefit to the
eedback or how my feedback

was perceived.

1807

[J Sex categories start befo

inside the womb, it is likely ;i:ieaare even born and stay with us until we die. When you were

determine whether you showed ! ultrasound was taken 20 weeks into the pregnancy to

will thus determine whether youSIgHS-Of having a vagina or a penis.” Until you are born this

then be inspected in order f r sex is male or female. The moment you are born you will
or your sex to be verified, and from then on'your birth certificate

(J Our birth certificate becomes our very f identity documentation which is then
that will appearon all the IDs, passports and
s «yye are asked to tick binary sexboxes on myriad
rtgage, and apartment rental applicatior?
3 Lintake questionnaires, online dating sit S
social media and marketing surveys, an »ss Why is that? It’s something that feels’
- be hell for others. It’s something that’s almost b els
instinctual to add in the making of a survey or form. It’s normalized by an array of instituet_COme
d end. We let it happen and sometimes do iLOns,
ade surveys for research back in high school
for: age and sex. ltwas the basics. | never though
|d use these like every other survey or fOrgn ch
mething should be done in this way

|

noticeably atypical’ genitalia and many more people are born wit
53 yet we insist on declaring \

|




[J In some cases howe\{er ther'e are times when jt js truly required andjustiﬁed for you to fill in your
sex. One of these ¢332 medical forms as they require it toqidentify the best way to treat patients.
These forms however usu.ally have a binary option of male or female. What these forms often fail

to inform is what this choice is referring to, It shoyld be made clear W.hat definition of sex and/or
gender is asked in order to tick the correct box. Whether it be the marker on your birth certificate or
the marker on your ID (which sometimes doesn’t match vour sex of birth) it might not fit with which
one you identify with. Which goes back to the need for thyese forms to justify what is asked. One form
that does this very well is the patient registration form used by the Fenway Health Center in Boston 56
The form asks for “legal name”, “name used”, “legal sex” and “pronouns”.s’ It goes on to clearly inform
what is implied by “legal name” and gives a clear definition of “legal sex” for e PNIENt £0 understang
which box they need to check.** It does all this by putting an asterisk(*) behind “legal name” and

“legal sex” and stating the following:

i ] xes, many insurance companj;
O “While Fenway recognizes a number of genders/ s> pPanies

he name and
and legal entities unfortunately do not. Please bea Warett:ij‘”’lirjg to insurancesetj(ilj;f)u s
listed on your insurance must be used on docume” s perre different from the;e ;ng ond

correspondence. If your preferred name and pronouns ¢ » Please let 5

know.”™®

» 5o that the patiem

h center is able to get the proper r
d in the proper way. This closeg

bureaucratic information and also allows for patients to b€ i 4 versonally true.
\ihe gap that is often present between what is bureaucratically true and P \\

[EAS well as this the form also allows for “name used” and «pronouns

referred to their preferred name and pronoun. In this way he?l.t
‘ : dentlfle

ou understand what they are asking for Wwhen

O We do not i
need more forms that assume yx We need forms to clarify what they are askin \
. g

demanding you to tick the male or female bo
for and their clear definition of it. But we also need to know why. Why the survey I filled in

regarding the improvement of my course randomly asked forfmy sex. V\:‘Tlr.\eed eXplanations 4 \
to why certain forms require you to tick sex boxes- Do all the forms wefillin really neqq ¢, know
whether we are male or female? At what point is it necessary for an entity to know your sex

n they talk about
lot of confusion.
g and clashing of

[J One assumes sex when they talk about gender. One assumes gender whe
sex. This blurred line between gender and sex js s;)methin that can cause @
The bureaucratic system is filled with gender and sex and tghe constant crossin
these terms. If we go back to the topic of pregnancy with such a statement we can look athow

transgender parents are affected in this system of sex and gender. One issue in the bureaucratic
system being that transgender men are not recognised as Eeing a'ble to give birth.
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The information in your medicat record is confidential
ang s protected under M, husetts Generat Laws
Th. $11, Sec 78. Your written conseni wili be
required for release of information except in the case
of 3 court order.

FEMWAY B HEALTH

{For ofiice use anty}

Medical Record &

Client Registration

Legal Name™ Last First WMiddie initiat Name used:
Legal Sex {please check ane)” ©i Female i Male Proncuns:
*“White Fenway recognizes a number of genders / sexes, many insurance companies and fegaf enfiies

unfortunately do nal. FPlease be aware that the name and sex you have Fsted on your insurance must be

used on documenis perfaining fo insurance, biling and corr dence. I your p o name and

pronouns are different from these, please fel us know.

Date of Birth Month Day Year Social Security # State D # or License #

{ i

Your answers to the following questions will help us reach you quickly and discreetly with important information.
Home Phone Cell Phone Work Phone Best number to use:
{ } { } - { 3 i Home [iCeit Work
Ok to leave voicemail Ok to leave voicemail? Ok to leave voicemail?
¥Yes No - Yes No Yes No -
Address City State ZIP

Email address:

Occupation Employer/Schooi Name Are you covered under school of employer’s insurance?

Ut Yes - No

Emergency Contact's Name Phone Number Reiationship to you

I you are under 18 the Deparfment of Public Health requires that you provide parentiguardian contact information.
ParentiGuardian Name Phone Number Rejationship ta yoit

Fenway Health will send certain corespondence, such as bills, to yaur mailing address. How would you prefer to receive

[us]

Other

other types of written correspandence? {check oneg) Secure Email (MyFenway} o Lefter - Other
This information is for demographic purposes onfy and will not affect your care.
%} Whatis your annual income? | 2.) Employment Status | 3.} Racial Groups) 4.} Ethnicity
{check ali that apply} 0 Hispanicflaino/ atina

0 Empioyed fuit time 3 Not Hispanic/Latino/Latina
O No income 0 Empioyed part time o African American / Biack

0 Student fult time O éam" o /Wit

O Student part time O ucas:an i
1a.} How many people {including 2 Retired i O MNative Amencan ! Alaskan g)llj:g)a\untry of Birth
you) dogs your income support? 0 Unemployed MNative / Inuit o Other

aOther Pacific istander

6.} Preferred Language {choose

7.) Do you think of

8.} Marital Status

10.} Referrai Source

one:) yourself as: O Mamed o Seif
o Lesbian, gay, or  Parinered 4 Friend or Family Member
O Engtish homosexuszl [ ) Sl_ngle T Heaith Provider
aEspafol o Straight or o Divorced T Emergency Rc-a_m
: a Other a AdintemetMediaCutreach

afrancais _ heterosexual WorkerSehoo!
o Portugués o Bisexual 9.} Veteran Status o Other
0 Pyccknsi =} Somremmg alse O Veteran
Other aDon'tkrow T NotaVewran
11.} What is your 12.) What was your 13.} Do you identify as
gender? sex assigned at birth? | transgender or transsexaal? Please turn over

O Femate O Female 0 Yes

C Male O Mae O No

O Gendemueer of not 1 Don't know -

exdlusively male or female

Version 12 (Juiy?0ig




7 Jonahis anold teacher of mine and a transgender man who recently save birth.&
However, the bureaucracy of having a child as a transgender man was )nlft so simpie Jonah
looked into the bureaucratic process of giving birth within the Netherlands and foun.d that
keeping his sex marker to female on his identification documents was the best way to
proceed. He found out that in the Netherlands even though you can change your sex arker
you cannot give birth as a male. The insurance companies are not equipped to provide
health care for a male expecting a child. So Jonah opted to wait to change his sex marker
which he still is looking into because it could complicate the registration of his child.

[ —
' he parentbut |
[J When Jonah’s child was born, his partner and him registered themselves as the parent but |

| seeing as Jonah’s sex marker is still female there was already another bureaucra‘tic difficulty.
‘ Transgender men with unchanged sex maker have to be registerefﬂ as moth.er. Hlsipar.tner also
| registered as mother and a child being able to have two mothers s somethmg which is not the
| case everywhere. It is one of the privileges that the Netherlar.\ds has, but like any bureaucratic
system it has its flaws. In the future Jonah plans to change his sex marker but so far he knows
\ that if he does so then the person he putas himself on the birth cert|f|c_ate cIdeh|s child will no
longer exist. If you change your sex markers many documents;)econ;ehl.n\;ae)l( ancl|(such Is the
case with the birth certificate of your child s0 Jonah hasfr;\gt chigg()en thlsir bir:;acreirfyet as he
i r
knows that in doing so he will no longer be the parent oT RIS € cate.

- —

|  flawed § izati here
[ i m of categonzahon? We know t
e o e s not a0 keep up with the variables and

is a problem because the bureaucracy in use is not ableto ) o
exceptions. The Netherlands does no¥consider a person marked male as being a(thle to :c;nve birth
to a child. The loopholes in the systems are the only thing that these people cal epen ?v,n’ b
much like Jonah deciding to keep his female marker in order to bg covered by insurance. Maybe
we will never be rid of sex markers but what we attribute to them in our bureaucracy needs to
evolve. A male should not be inevitably labeled as a man, same g0€s for how a female should
not be inevitably labeled as a woman. If these direct links to gender disappea.rthe'n we could
slowly start to reconsider what a male or female is and expand their capabilities within our
bureaucratic system.
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[E My gendered grammar _l

[J Being born and raised in France untill was thirteen I spoke french, learned in french,
socialized in french, my world was french. My mother tongue is french and it is the first

( language that | was taught. French is what you could call a gendered language because
in french gender, genre, is a grammatical category which organizes words into feminine,
masculine or neutral. If you open an english dictionary you can see the words are first
classified as nouns, adjectives or verbs and then defined. However when you look in a
french dictionary you will notice that nouns are either masculine or feminine.

0 When learning english | soon noticed | had a gendered view of the world | could not seem
to forget. French taught me to see things as masculine and feminine. | cannot look at a chair

without thinking it is a “she”, a chair is une or |a chaise and not simply a chair. The simple a or
the in english is un, une, des, le, la, les, du, de lain french. | cannot help butlook at the things

around me through the grammar of my mother tongue and see masculine or feminine.

o the topic. ltwas

[J This notion of gender is something that also sparked my interestin the toPhIC'Wﬂ
the start of a gender division in my view of the world. It maqe. me question \év yate ories
decided to divide things with gender and why we need tO divide humans(ljn oc Sgwith .
The chaos of gender and sex boxes. Bureaucracy is piles of p?pgrwork o dsurvey
gendered and sexed boxes. Being interested in the field of printing I .sta_rte tc;s.ee ?c ’
connection with gender and print in this bureaucratic aspect. l'am a|m.|ngt0 ring form

to this chaos of gender categorization through a chain of machines, prlnters, screens,
shredders all processing information on the topic. Imagine you walk into a space be.lng
faced with a visual representation of the chaos within these gender and sex categories.
Walls of machines attempting to process and organize information. ‘

O | hope to bring light to the simple yet complex topic of gender. | want to makﬂ
people notice how gender and sex is enforced and always present. Through my \
\ discussion of this thesis with multiple people and with people reading my draft
| have seen changes. My discussion of sex and gender boxes being present on
forms and surveys created a shift in people. When talking with these people
again they tell me how it changed their perspective and made them notice these
boxes that they would otherwise not be bothered by. It’s about making these
small steps and creating a shift in the way people perceive this and questioning

the negessity of these boxes as well as what they represent instead of blindly
accepting them.

21J



I—E We are born with a condition —1

O We are born I g'enden.ed environments and live by a set of undefined gendered rules. The
gender binary we live by is based on sex but sex is not as binary as it seems. We are not simply
male or female. Our genitalia can be undefined at birth or abnormal yet we are still picking
between these two sex options of male and female. One cannot be registered at birth without
ticking one or the other. However, the genitalia we are born with cannot always determine the sex
of our bodies because we are much more complex. Our brains are made up of a mosaic of male
and female attributes and often intersex attributes. We are not able to be categorized as true
polar opposites. We are made up of a spectrum of sex attributes we fail to acknowledge in our

classification of sex at birth.

O The sex markers are flawed and not true to every body.
of testosterone make an otherwise female athlete unable to participa
female. Yet her vagina makes her female in our daily soc
we mean when we say sex, yet societies are built on variati
genuinely talk of sex and ask for sex if we do not clarify firs

Maria Patifio’s naturally high levels
te and be recognized as
jety. We expect to understand what

ons of what sex means. We cannot
t what we mean by it and what we

are really asking. Same goes for the term gender.

of oursexb _ _
other binary? Gender is a societal construct, itis a role

s not clearly defined but not with a gender. Our
ry notions of sex. People should choose their

0 Our gender is assigned as a result
how could we attribute yet again an
in society. One is born with a sex even if it
society has constructed gender on the bina
preferred gender and not be appointed one ba )
the acceptance of transgender, intersex and gender non-conforming people much simpler.
The gendered markers of mrs, mr, ms, he, sh
that a male is a man and a female is a woman.
bureaucracy they restrict the growth of our categorized thinking.

O Gender categories are evolving but they cannot truly progress if we keep associating gender with
sex. We constantly b P the two never realizing the confusion it creates. It creates a pressure to
comply to sta ndard vyhlch are as§umed and not clearly defined. We need to acknowledge the flaws
of oufr structu rﬁd Sojl'ity anccll notice :,he mistakes that are ignored. So that when you se€ oF oM again
on a form you’ll read it wondering what words they are b i 're asked for somethin
that’s been decided for you. y are before you realize you'r g
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ut since we are neither fully male or female,

sed on their genitalia. This in turn would make

e, ladies and gentlemen are enforcing the belief
As they are used and attributed today through
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